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pounds for various forms of disaster relief. The fundraising model involved local 
mayors across the country striking committees, leveraging local knowledge to 
exact donations, and remitting the sums raised to the central fund. This was one 
model of franchising; charities such as the Royal Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Animals and the National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Children adopted a rather different model of “franchise replication,” setting 
up local branches with a degree of autonomy so long as they followed certain 
strictures and guidelines from the centre.
The book perhaps tries rather too hard to draw parallels between the language 
of the “liberal” nineteenth century and of the “neoliberal” twenty-first century, 
over-emphasizing the similarities at the expense of the differences. It is useful 
to compare the Mansion House appeals to today’s Comic Relief or Children in 
Need, for example, but does such a comparison obscure more than it illuminates? 
Perhaps, too—if “compassion” becomes a “commodity” and a local branch of a 
charity becomes a “franchise”—there is a danger of over-egging the pudding in 
the relentless drive to find analogies to the marketplace. In addition, the authors’ 
claim that many cutting-edge facets of philanthropy today can be traced back to 
the late Victorian era is compelling, but the hope dangled before us that, “In taking 
a long view, we might better understand the challenges facing the ‘third sector’ 
today” (p. 7), is barely explored in practice. These are minor caveats. Overall this 
book is a well-researched, solid, and broadly persuasive addition to the literature 




seidMAn, Michael – Transatlantic Antifascisms: From the Spanish Civil War to the 
End of World War II. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2018. Pp. 348. 
Michael Seidman begins his engaging Transatlantic Antifascisms by pointing 
out that a recent Worldcat search returned 59,000 titles devoted to fascism and 
only 2,000 to antifascism—a discrepancy that belies antifascism’s success during 
the Second World War. Addressing this historiographical imbalance, Seidman 
comparatively analyzes the various strains of antifascism that emerged in Spain, 
France, Britain, and the United States. He proposes an alternative analytical lens for 
understanding antifascism that challenges conventional interpretations, contending 
that antifascism’s most consistent and effective practitioners were not Marxists, 
leftists, or even democrats, but, rather, conservatives and counterrevolutionaries. 
It is a provocative and necessary argument, even as it occasionally falters. 
Seidman introduces two analytical frameworks that animate his examination 
of transatlantic antifascisms. First, he proposes a tripartite antifascist minimum: 
(1) antifascists must prioritize the fight against fascism against all else; (2) 
antifascists must reject the conspiratorial and anti-Semitic scapegoating that 
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characterized many fascist regimes; and (3) antifascists must renounce pacifism 
and marshal the resources of the state in order to defeat the fascist menace. 
While this definition certainly internationalizes existing frameworks, it does 
not significantly revise antifascist minimums put forth by scholars such as Dave 
Renton or Nigel Copsey. Seidman’s main contribution to the field comes in the 
form of his second analytical framework: the two types of antifascism. The 
first, revolutionary antifascism, was practiced primarily by the political left and 
demanded the transformation of political, social, and economic institutions. In 
short, it was the antifascism eulogized by poets, writers, and artists of the inter and 
postwar periods. The second type of antifascism was conservative, anti-communist, 
and, according to Seidman, counterrevolutionary. In this particular context, 
Seidman uses counterrevolutionary to signify the restoration of Enlightenment-
era liberalism—democracy, private property, and individual freedom. However, 
he purposely rejects the term “liberal-democratic antifascism,” because many of 
the loudest counterrevolutionary antifascists were monarchists, imperialists, and 
“antidemocratic racists in the American South and elsewhere” (p. 4).
With his analytical framework established, Seidman traces the intertwined, 
and often strained, relationship between revolutionary and counterrevolutionary 
antifascisms. His narrative begins in Spain, where revolutionary antifascists—
Marxists, anarchists, and syndicalists, among others—predominated within the 
Republic during the Spanish Civil War. Seidman contends that revolutionary attacks 
against private property and the Catholic Church disillusioned counterrevolutionary 
antifascists across Europe, who subsequently refused to intervene in the conflict. 
Meanwhile, in Britain and France, “Versailles Guilt” pervaded international 
politics, leading many across the political spectrum to attribute fascist radicalism 
to a vindictive postwar settlement. As a result, counterrevolutionary antifascists 
appeased fascist aggression, convinced that it amounted to limited irredentism, not 
violent expansionism. With the German invasion of Czechoslovakia and Poland 
in 1939, counterrevolutionary antifascists reversed course and went to war against 
fascism. After the German invasion of the Soviet Union in 1941, revolutionary 
antifascism rejoined the conflict, creating a grand antifascist alliance. Victory 
over the Axis powers allowed counterrevolutionary antifascists—the United 
States, among them—to restore liberal democracies in Western Europe and 
revolutionary antifascists to establish communist regimes in Eastern Europe. 
With fascism defeated, the grand antifascist alliance faltered, as revolutionaries 
and counterrevolutionaries identified each other as potential, perhaps inevitable, 
adversaries. 
Seidman succeeds in challenging many of the conventional tropes of Western 
antifascisms. His examination of counterrevolutionary antifascism, in particular, 
provides important insights into an underdeveloped topic. Addressing this gap 
in the historiography, Seidman contends that in the past counterrevolutionary 
strains of antifascism were obscured by scholars’ tendency to characterize 
fascism as a reactionary phenomenon which attracted conservatives. “The fascist 
counterrevolution,” he maintains, “has hidden the antifascist one” (p. 252). 
Seidman introduces an analytical framework for uncovering the antifascist 
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counterrevolution. His approach offers a convincing, if occasionally teleological, 
explanation for why European conservatives abandoned Spain and Ethiopia, 
attempted to form an alliance with Italy, appeased Hitler, and finally formed a 
grant antifascist alliance. Additionally, despite comparing revolutionary and 
counterrevolutionary antifascisms across multiple nation-states, Seidman 
delivers an accessible narrative that informs readers without overwhelming them. 
Reflecting his previous experience and specialty in the region, chapters examining 
Spain and France are a tour-de-force. They provide ample background while 
clearly explicating complicated issues of race, class, region, gender, and religion. 
Seidman falters somewhat in his analysis of the United Kingdom. Too much 
of his prewar narrative revolves around the figure of Winston Churchill. Given 
Churchill’s wartime importance, this temptation is understandable. Nevertheless, 
Seidman overstates Churchill’s significance to British politics before the Second 
World War. Additionally, this reviewer believes that historians of interwar 
Britain—and to a lesser extent, France—cannot examine the metropole without 
substantively engaging the empire. Churchill’s appalling colonial record must be 
included alongside his antifascist accomplishments. Finally, the title and the scope 
of the book are slightly misleading. In the preface, Seidman contends that he will 
examine “two of the main varieties of antifascism in the major nations of the 
Atlantic world.” In practice, however, he restricts his analysis to Spain, France, 
Britain, and the United States—a relatively small part of the Atlantic World. One 
wonders how antifascisms across West Africa and South America—Chile and 
Argentina, in particular—conform to Seidman’s analytical framework. 
Despite these limitations, Seidman’s Transatlantic Antifascisms represents 
a significant achievement. It provides readers with an effective framework for 
analyzing transnational antifascisms, while also highlighting the importance of 
exploring counterrevolutionary antifascisms. At times, Seidman’s argumentation 
gives the impression that he hopes to extinguish the romanticism of traditional 
antifascist narratives—a necessary, if unenviable, undertaking that has deepened 
our understanding of the antifascist phenomenon. 
Michael Ortiz
University of Northern Colorado
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In April 1805, Margaret Berry and Jane Scott were put on trial at the Old Bailey for 
stealing 13 yards of printed cotton from a linen draper’s shop. The shop assistant 
had suspicions about the women from the moment they came in. When asked why 
he had not attempted to pre-empt the theft, the shop assistant bluntly responded, 
“Because I wanted to make it a capital offence.” When reproached for this by the 
counsel for the defence, the shop assistant was unrepentant:
